CHRIST: THE ANOINTED ONE

Readings: Matthew 5:1-10; Luke 3:21-22; 4:1-2a, 13-30.
Heidelberg Catechism LD 12 Q 31
Text: Isaiah 61:1-3
Theme: Isaiah prophesied about the work of the Messiah and the blessings that would follow.
Purpose: To help us appreciate the office of Jesus as the Christ and the blessings that come to us through him.


Children, when you were born you were given a name - maybe more than one name. You have a first name, and a surname and maybe even a middle name. Most people call you by your first name, although sometimes they will shorten that and sometimes they will call you by a nickname. 

As well as having these names some people also have a title. Titles describe the position a person holds or the task they perform or the office they hold. Let me give you a few examples:

The minister of a/our church has a first name and a surname and a title, which is Reverend, which shows that he is a minister.
The Mayor of this district/city also has a first name and a surname and carries the title of the Mayor.

Every year the Queen of England gives some people in New Zealand a title because they have done something special; their title shows that they have an important position.  This list is known as the Queen's Honour's list. Some women are given the title "Dame" and some men are given the title "Sir". Dame Elvira Major is a famous NZ singer and Sir Edmund Hilary is a famous NZ mountain climber.

Today we want to look at the title given to Jesus. Before he was born Joseph and Mary were told to call him Jesus. That was his first name and the name by which he was called. It means "God Saves" or "God is Saviour". 

But he was also given a title. The Old Testament Hebrew title was "Messiah" and the New Testament Greek equivalent was "Christ". Both words mean the same thing; they mean “the Anointed one”.

To anoint a person meant that a prophet would pour oil over the head of that person to show that they were going to do a special job. People were anointed for three main positions: to be a prophet, or a priest or a king.

Most people were anointed with oil, but Isaiah prophesied about someone who would be anointed with "the Spirit of the Sovereign Lord" (Is 61:1). He prophesied about Jesus who, at his baptism, was anointed by the Holy Spirit to be a prophet, a priest and a king. We call these the three offices of Christ and the Heidelberg Catechism gives us a very good explanation of what Jesus did in each of these roles or offices.  

We are going to look at Jesus as the Christ, or the Messiah, or the Anointed One, from the perspective of Isaiah’s prophecy.

Isaiah spoke these words to the people of Judah around 700 BC. He was sent to warn them of judgement. These warnings are recorded in chapters 1-39 and make sobering reading.

That judgement came in 587 BC when the Babylonian armies captured Jerusalem after a long siege. They destroyed the temple and the city and took the people into exile where they remained for 70 years.

But Isaiah also had good news. He promised that after the exile God would bring them back to their land - the Lord would restore them again. This is the message of chapters 40-66, and is the subject of this chapter. 

Isaiah explains this in a series of beautiful word pictures that were fulfilled with the coming of Christ Jesus. This is why Jesus read this very passage in the synagogue in Nazareth. He then announced; “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:21) 

Jesus quoting Isaiah said; “The Spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.” 

Remember that Isaiah first spoke these words to the people of Israel. The good news for them was that after their time in exile in Babylon the Lord would bring them back to their own land; they would be able to return home!
Think of the millions of people in our own day and age who are refugees. They have been displaced from their homes and often from their country. They long to hear the good news that they can return home and start over again. 

Although he didn’t know it, Isaiah looked ahead to Jesus who was anointed to preach good news to the poor. Jesus came as “our chief prophet and teacher who perfectly reveals to us the secret counsel and will of God for our deliverance.” (HC Q 31) He came preaching the gospel of salvation, the “good news of great joy that will be for all the people”, as the angel announced to the shepherds of the night Jesus was born. (Luke 2:10)

Some have interpreted the word “poor” to refer only to those in poverty; they explain this as an economic category. This has produced what has been called ‘the social gospel’. 
It is true that Jesus brings good news to those who are economically poor, but the same good news comes to those who are wealthy, and to everyone in between. 

Jesus came to preach good news to all who are “poor in spirit”. These are people who recognise their spiritual need, who know the poverty of their heart, who recognise their need of forgiveness. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 5:3) This is the good news he preached and introduces everything else that follows. 

Isaiah also announced; “he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted.”

When the people of Judah were carried away into exile they were broken-hearted. They had been taken away from their land and from the city of Jerusalem and from the temple. They had seen family members killed and women raped and the city destroyed. They were filled with grief and were overwhelmed by suffering - a grief expressed in Psalm 137. In their despair they dressed in sackcloth and put ashes on their heads. As time went on they recognised that all this had come on them because of their sin and they repented on that. Their hearts were broken.
 
God promised that he would bind up the broken hearted. He would forgive their sins and remember their iniquities no more. 
Verse 3 is a beautiful poetic description of what the Lord would do for them:
He promised, “to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion -
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.”

In our society there are many who are broken hearted; their personal lives and families are messed up by drug abuse, alcohol, violence and by the physical and emotional effects of sexual promiscuity. Many live in broken relationships; their partner is aggressive and hostile and their children are disobedient and rebellious.

Many in our society mourn over their brokenness and trouble of their lives, but they may not mourn over their own sin that has contributed to this. They may not recognise that they have rebelled against God and harmed their neighbour. 
Jesus said; “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (Matt 5:4) He came to bind up the broken hearted in every aspect of our lives; that must include our soul or spirit and must involve a repentance over our sin against God and those around us. 

If you are broken hearted over your lack of love for God then he will bind up your heart.
If you have mourned over your disobedience to the Lord then he will forgive you all your sins throw them into the sea! 
You will then have “the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.” (v 3)

The Lord also sent Isaiah (vs 1b-2a)
“to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour…”

The people of Judah were carried into exile by the Babylonian armies. They were taken captive; they were prisoners of war. 

But the Lord promised that one day they would go free! He pictured this as “the year of the Lord’s favour.” In Israel every seventh year was a sabbatical year for the land and after seven times seven years, which is 49, there was a Year of Jubilee. During this year Israelites who had been sold into slavery had to be released, debts had to be forgiven and ancestral land had to be returned. This was a year for a new beginning. Everyone could start over again. People were to be freed from debt and from slavery. It was the year of the Lord’s favour. 

This pictured the freedom that Jesus would bring when he came as the Christ. 
Some have interpreted this in political terms and have developed what has been called a “liberation theology”. 
But Jesus’ main mission was not to get people out of jail but to release sinners from their slavery to sin and Satan. 

Paul describes this in Romans chapter 8 verses 1-2; “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”

The writer of Hebrews explains that Jesus became a man “so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” (Heb 2:14-15)

He is our great High Priest who, by his death, has released us from the punishment of sin and its power.
He has freed us from the condemnation of sin and its dominion. 
By his death on the cross he released us from the guilt of our sin and by the powerful work of his Spirit he is gradually removing the polluting effects of that sin.
He has delivered us from the dominion of Satan and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, the kingdom of Christ. 

Do you know what this is like?
Have you experienced this yourself?
Is Satan holding you captive or are you living in the freedom of the kingdom of Christ?

Isaiah also proclaimed “the day of vengeance of our God.” (v 2)

God had used the empires of Assyria and Babylon to bring judgement on the people of Israel. But those empires had been too harsh in their punishment and the Lord would bring vengeance on them for their violence and hatred of God’s people. Isaiah warned them of this.  

When Jesus came the first time he came as the Saviour of the world. He told his disciples that the good news about his kingdom “will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matt 24:14) 
That end that will come will occur when he comes for the second time. He will come as the King and Judge of the world. That will be “the day of vengeance of our God.”

Are you ready for that day?
Are you prepared to meet Jesus as King?
Will you be able to stand before Jesus on that day, not claiming your own righteousness, but claiming his?

If you do believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One, as your Prophet, Priest and King, then you will be glad to meet him when he returns. 
You “will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendour.” (vs 3)

This is a picture of stability and security, a picture anticipated in Psalm 1: Those who believe are “like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.” (v 3)

All of this is not ultimately for our benefit, but it is "for the display of his splendour."

The entire work of Christ Jesus is directed to the salvation of God's people and, finally and ultimately, to the display of God's glory. We close our services each Sunday with a doxology – a hymn of praise giving glory to God!


Many people in our society have a title; that shows they have an important position or office.
But Jesus has the greatest title of all: he is the Messiah, the Christ, the one anointed with the Holy Spirit to be our Prophet, Priest and King. 
 
Amen 

